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Commander’s Corner  by Commander Ken Moore 

    We must never forget our mission, to serve the veterans and our community. It's not about what can the American 

Legion do for me but how can I help the American Legion serve our veterans and community. No 1 person is the post, 

we are the post. Mistakes may be made but instead of condemning or passing judgement, we must work together to fix 

it. No one is going to agree with everything you do all the time but as long as you share your ideas with others and seek 

there advice, a compromise can always be reached that will still lead to the accomplishment of the goal.  

   We are all given the gift of life everyday we wake up. It is better to spend that time doing things out of love with hap-

piness than with anger and sadness.  For we all know that we are not guaranteed another day, so make the best out of 

the one you have. Let’s keep moving forward and do our best to serve our veterans and community.  

   Thank you all for your support.  God Bless.  

The “Marines’ Hymn”  

An unlikely venue hosted the debut of a tune many now associate with the Marines’ Hymn. In the city of Paris, France, Jacques 

Offenbach (1819-1880) wrote and conducted opera and opera-bouffe (comic and farcical opera). Most believe the melody of the 

Marines’ Hymn was, in fact, taken from an aria in “Genevieve de Brabant” composed by Offenbach. This tune was morphed to fit 

the now famous lines “From the Halls of Montezuma, To the Shores of Tripoli.”  

According to tradition, an officer wrote the first verse of the Hymn on duty in the Mexican War (1846-1848). Meant to highlight the 
various campaigns of the Marines, the unknown author edited the words from the Marines’ colors and added them to Offenbach’s 
melody. Continuing the custom, every campaign the Marines participate in gives birth to a new, unofficial verse. Copyright owner-

ship of the Marines’ Hymn was vested to the U.S. Marine Corps in 1991, although its first use as the Marines’ official anthem was 
in 1929. 

Troops, Preserve Tradition  Military Songs Inspire  

(Read at the Bert Hodge Ceremony)                 Call Of Duty - World War I                                     By CS Bennett 

    I once joined a band of brothers, supported by my country and the women back home who loved us and a patriotic media who 

promoted us. It was a time of uncertainty and strife when we gallantly headed over to Europe, as greenbacks, to fight the first world 

war. It was explosive and deadly; our bodies subjected to disease, bugs, insects, and poisonous snakes; our faces, and bodies, often 

covered in dry mud and rancorous, suffocating urban dust… 

    The enemy was well-trained, well-equipped and well-motivated and determined to claim victory at all cost. Europe was down on 

its knees, facing defeat, when the cry for help came out. It’s fight now or its retreat. That is when the United States of America got 

the call and we sent our brave and courageous men over there to show the troops from Germany, Italy and Austria-Hungary who 

was boss. And we did. 

    We fought tirelessly and made our country proud. We gave meaning to the term ‘For Love of Country’ and represented the red 

white and blue with honor and vigor. It was a knocked down, dragged out battle. At times it came down to hand to hand combat in 

the trenches. 

    We even faced the dark clouds of suffocating Chlorine gas, which turned our faces blue. But in the end, we prevailed. We fought 

the good fight and remained obedient to our cause. As America’s warriors, from the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps and 

Army Air Corps, we stood tall, proud and true. 

    Sadly, some of us did not make it back home. I was one of them. I have no regrets, though. I served my country and I served it 

well. Thank you all for remembering me. The world still faces its challenges but things are going to turn out swell. Let us not allow 

the next generation to forget our noble efforts and sacrifices. That would be a tragedy. But I am hopeful. Only the Almighty, and 

time, will tell. 



Calendar of events for September 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 All You Can Eat 

Breakfast -Legion 

serving 

Yard Sale  8—2 

Walmart  mem-

bership table 9-3 

SAL - 10:00  

 

 

             

   

  

  

2 Post  closed 

   

 

 

3 Post open 

      Lunch 

     

 “Build Your 

Own” Pasta 

Dinner by  

Venture Scout 

Crew—6 PM 

4  Post open  

 

 

 

5 Post open  

    Lunch   

 

 

Crafting group  

         10-2 

6  Post open  

 

Gardening 

workshop 

3PM  or 7 PM 

Preserving food 

for long term 

storage 

  

7 Post open  

 

Veteran  

Service @ 

Post 10-3 

RSVP for 

appt. 

8 All You Can Eat 

Breakfast  -

Auxiliary serving 

                         

 

9 Post closed 

  

 

10  Post open  

 

11  Post open  

 

9-11  

Ceremony at 

Government 

Complex 

 

Cruisers 6 pm 

 

 

12  Post open  

      Lunch  

Legion Exec mtg 

10:30 

 

Crafting group  

  10-2          

13  Post open  

Legion  and 

Auxiliary 

Pot luck dinner 

at 6 pm and  

meeting at 7 pm 

 

  

14 Post open  

Post Clean-up   

10 am 

Come Help! 

Veteran  

Service @ 

Post 10-3 

RSVP for 

appt. 

15 All You Can 

Eat Breakfast –

Riders serving 

 

Mystery Dinner –

6 PM RSVP 

Open to public 

16  Post closed 

 

 

 

17  Post open  

     Lunch  

 

Ventures Scout 

Crew 6:30  

18 Post open  

 

  

 

19 Post open  

      Lunch  

 

Crafting group  

  10-2          

20 Post open  

 

 

 

21  Post open  

 

Veteran  

Service @ 

Post 10-3 

RSVP for 

appt. 

22 All You Can 

Eat Breakfast  -

SAL serving 

 

AL Riders -9:30  

 

 23  Post 
closed 

 

 30 

Post 

Closed 

24  Post open 

    Lunch 

 

Newsletter 

Articles Due 

25 Post open  

 

 

26 Post open  

      Lunch  

 

Crafting group  

  10-2          

27 Post open  

 

Newsletter 

  Folding       

10::00 am 

28 Post open  

 

Veteran  

Service @ 

Post 10-3 

RSVP for 

appt. 

29 All You Can 

Eat Breakfast -

Legion serving 

1) All you can eat Breakfast served Saturdays  8 am -11 am             2) Lunch served Mondays and Wednesdays 11 am –2 pm          

3) Post open 10 am—3 pm week days                                                                    3rd Saturday —Post Dinner open to the public 

2nd Thursday—Legion & Auxiliary potluck @6 pm & meeting @7 pm          1st Saturday—SAL         3rd Saturday  -Riders        

   Post Renters Information: This is a courtesy to those who rent our post home.  Hall rental disclaimer – Groups that meet here are 

in no way endorsed, supported or sponsored by Bert Hodge Post 45.  These groups all pay a rental fee for the use of our post to host 

their meetings.  Any member that attends the meetings are there of their own accord and are not representing the American  Legion 

or Post 45.  We list their meeting times in our calendar as a courtesy to them.  Post 45 has and will always abide by the Constitution 

and By-Laws set in place by the American Legion and Post 45. 

    The post is available for group meetings, private functions and more.   Visit our web page, post45palatka.webs.com. 

We'd like to thank all those that have volunteered their time doing what they do. Without our volunteers, we would not be a success-

ful Post. We can always use more volunteers, so please don't hesitate to come down and help. Even if it's just an hour a month.  

Post 45 is invited to participate in EOC 9-11 ceremony on Sept. 

11, 2018 at the Government Complex on Crill Avenue.  Put it 

on your calendar.  



Events Coming Up in September 

September is National Suicide Prevention Month 

 
Sep 3—”Build Your Own” Pasta Dinner by Venture Scout Crew 
at the post.  Please support them. 
 
Sep  9-     9/11—Ceremony at the Government Annex lot. 
  
Sep 15—Annual Veterans Fishing tournament sponsored by Bass 

Capital Bassmasters.  (See article below.) 
 

Future events 
Oct 4th –7th—Gratitude America Military Support Retreat at 
Marineland, FL. A retreat for post 9-11 NE FL and SE GA mili-
tary/veterans and their primary support person.  To learn more & 
to apply visit: GratitudeAmerica.org/Retreats. Flyer at post. 
 
Oct 31st—Deadline for submitting your  ideas  for the T-Shirt 
Designing Contest to Celebrate our 100th Anniversary!  

 

!!!Looking for Immediate Newsletter Distribution Feedback!! Please reply to the sites below.!!!  

  I don’t need your email address, only a notice that you have access to the internet and will use our web page for the newslet-

ter and other events.  We also have a Facebook page. Send to reply to:  newsletter.post45@gmail.com, or call the post, if you are 

getting mailed copies and have Internet access or are willing to stop at the post for your newsletter.    

     Every month we mail out about 140 newsletters at 50 cents each for postage. (Just went up again!) We would like to change this 

to only mail it to those who do not have internet access. The newsletter is available in color on our web page before the first of each 

month. Please look at the site -  post45palatka.@webs.com . What do you think?    

   You could also stop by the post during open hours to visit,  have a cup of coffee, get a printed copy and save the postage.  If you 

are getting it by mail and do have wi-fi access or are willing to stop by the post, please let us know so we can update our list. 

    We have many members that live in the local area that could stop by the post for their copy and meet other members. You might 

find some ways you can volunteer and support our post. This could start as early as October. Please let Commander Ken, Adjutant 

Ted Rodda, President Linda Sliter or Editor Pat Andries know your thoughts so we can make the decision. It will be discussed at our 

monthly September meetings.  See you there.        

    Again— Notify -newsletter.post45@gmail.com  or call the post  if you are getting mailed copies and have Internet  access 

or are willing to stop at the post for your newsletter.    Thank you. 

 Little League Donation and Sponsorship   

Commander Ken Moore and Bob Sanders presented a dona-

tion to Germaine Douglas, City of Palatka Florida Parks and 

Recreation  member and head coach of the Little League 

teams. 

   With this donation, we were able to sponsor not just a Little 

League team, but a Junior Little League team and a Girls Lit-

tle League team. The teams will have  “American Legion Bert 

Hodge Post 45” on their shirts., We will also have a banner at 

the 3 different ball fields: Fred Green Park, Forester Field and 

Shawbuck Field which is the Girls Little League facility.  

   Post 45 member, Paul Ried, is the Little League baseball 

chairman and will be keeping us updated on the schedules and 

how each team is doing during the season. He will also be 

arranging times for the teams to come visit the post.  

Welatka Flag Presentation 

Laurie from Welatka City Hall called and asked if we could 

donate a flag to them.  When hurricane Irma came through, it 

bent their flag pole and destroyed their flag. They have just 

recently had the flag pole straightened back up and were in 

need of a flag.. Bob Sanders drove to Welatka and presented 

the Town Hall with a flag  

September 15, 2018 Palatka City Docks Safe Light 
(6:00 AM) - 2:00 PM 
All Veterans are invited to the 9th Annual Veterans Apprecia-
tion Bass Tournament hosted by Bass Capital Bassmaster at the 
Palatka City Docks on Saturday, September 15th. Veterans will 
be treated to a fun filled day complete with a bass fishing tour-
nament on the St. Johns River launching from Palatka city 
docks at safe light (6:00 A.M.) and finish at 2:00 
P.M. Volunteer bass fisherman from all over the state will as-
sist our HEROES during the tournament. The bass fisherman 
will supply the boat and all equipment to include rods, reels, 
baits, life vest, ice, Gatorade and water. This event has no entry 
fee. There will be a free breakfast at the ramp and free barbe-
que after weigh-in. Family and friends are welcome to come 
and enjoy. 
Event Coordinators:  

Chuck Foster -  

(386) 336-6618; basscapitalbassmasters@yahoo.com 

Becky Williams -  

(352) 213-4200; BeckyWilliamsRealtor@yahoo.com 

mailto:newsletter.post45@gmail.com
post45palatka.webs.com
mailto:newsletter.post45@gmail.com
mailto:basscapitalbassmasters@yahoo.com
mailto:BeckyWilliamsRealtor@yahoo.com


Post address and contact information 

         316 Osceola Street, Palatka, FL. 32177                                                

Phone Number: 386-328-6976 

Post Website: post45palatka.@webs.com                                    

Post Email: post45palatka@gmail.com                 

Auxiliary Email: dcraux45@gmail.com                       

 Newsletter Editor: newsletter.post45@gmail.com 

AL Riders: riderschapter45@gmail.com 

Post Officers 2017-2018 
Commander    Ken Moore   386-916-7601 
1st Vice      Greg Andries                 719-310-7519  

2nd Vice    Chuck Frames   386-643-7519  

3rd Vice     Lester Sheppard  386-325-4886  

Adjutant       Ted Rodda   386-972-8119 

Finance Officer    Ron Kelly   386-559-9160  

Chaplain    Court Greenfield  352-546-5843 

Judge Advocate    Stan Owens   386-530-1455 

Sargent-At-Arms    James Kinard                   386-649-8738 

Asst Sgt-at Arms    Corky Becker   386-328-6020 

Member at Large    Walt Hunt   904-315-3714 

Member at Large    Bob Sanders   937-403-4914 

Service Officer    Richard Williams  904-868-6401 

Asst Service Off.    Allen BQ Buquo  386-684-1287 

Historian/Bugler    Curtis Bennett   386-972-3300 

Honor Guard Capt. Stan Owens    386-530-1455 

Membership    Ken Moore   386-916-7601 

Auxiliary Officers 2018-2019 

President     Linda Sliter                     386-326-9431 

1st Vice       Vacant  ???? 

2nd Vice     Pat Andries  719-433-5366 

Secretary      Dianne Sanders 937-403-4914               

Treasurer     Vacant  ???? 

Chaplain     Marie Marlowe 386-585-7001 

Sgt-at Arms     Donna Benchoff  386-559-9446 

Membership     Pat Hunt  904-501-7186  

Member at Large     Augustine Davenport 386-546-3356 

Member at Large     Sandee Heineman 386-244-8141 

Member at Large      Virginia Wygonik 386-328-4604 

SAL Officers 2018-2019 

Commander     Paul Flint                386-213-2738 

1st Vice     Joe Karasiewicz 732-824-1771 

Judge Advocate    Stan Owens  386-530-1455 

Finance      Ron Kelly  386-559-9160 

Chaplain    Chuck Gauthier  386-336-1083  

Sgt-at-Arms    David Flowers 

Go between             Ted Rodda  386-972-8119 

AL Riders Officers 2018-2019 

Director     Charles Burkley  601-955-2324 

1st Vice    Chuck Gauthier  386-336-1083   

Sargent-at-Arms   Stan Owens  386-530-1455 

Asst Sgt-at-Arms   Luke Owens  904-517-9699 

Road Captain   Allen BQ Buquo 386-684-1287 

Safety Officer   Vacant   ????? 

Treasurer   Greg Andries  719-310-7519 

Secretary    Kaye Rogers-Wells 386-983-7117 

Membership   Vacant                 ????? 

2nd Vice   Walt Hunt  904-315-3714 

Chaplain   Ted Rodda  386-972-8119 

Quarter Master   Kaye Rogers-Wells 386-983-7117 

Historian   Kaye Rogers-Wells 386-983-7117 

Membership—Legion                       Ken Moore 

   I want to start by welcoming our new  members to the post and 

invite you to become an active member. There are always plenty 

of things going on, just see one of our officers.  

   We are now at nearly 40% of our membership goal of 100%.  I 

want to thank all of you who have renewed your membership 

and invite those of you who haven't to please do so. Don't forget 

to invite others to join us.  

   Thank you for your support, God Bless   

Basic Training for Officers and Members 

   The American Legion’s official training program for officers, 

members and those who simply want to expand their knowledge 

of the organization is now available online. The former Ameri-

can Legion Extension Institute has been rewritten, updated, 

streamlined and enhanced for a new multimedia experience. If 

interested, please go to www.legion.org/alei. 

   If you do go to this website, please share your experience with 

others so we can try it and learn about the organization.  An arti-

cle in this newsletter is a good way to encourage others to take 

this course.  

District 17 Officers for 2018-2019 

Legion- 

Commander Willie Brandt   VetBranch@gmail.com 

Vice Commander Henry Mangles   jibhank@aol.com 

Vice Commander James Bowers   jbowers500@cfl.rr.com 

Adjutant John Collette   jcollette49@gmail.com 

Auxiliary - 

President Sherry Wingard   w4smw@aol.com  C-954-214-9721 

   We are still accepting New Members in all the following:  

Legion - Must Be A Veteran during certain war time dates 

Sons of  American Legion (SAL) - Must be a Son, Grandson or 

Great Grandson of a Veteran 

American Legion Riders - Must be Legion, Son of American 

Legion or Auxiliary Member 

Auxiliary -. Mother, Grandmother, Great Grandmother, Daugh-

ter or Wife of an American Legion veteran or deceased veteran. 

   So come on by,  fill out an application and have a cup of cof-

fee with Veterans at our post.   

We will never forget who keeps the peace.               

  To all of our veterans and  service members -       

 Thank You. 

post45palatka.webs.com
mailto:post45palatka@gmail.com
mailto:cromertheresa@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter.post45@gmail.com
mailto:VetBranch@gmail.com
mailto:jibhank@aol.com
mailto:jbowers500@cfl.rr.com
mailto:jcollette49@gmail.com


Lunch Menu 

Sandwiches come with a Pickle Spear and Chips 

Hamburger                       $5.00 

Hot Dog                           $4.00 

Bacon, Lettuce, & Tomato                                $5.00  

BBQ Pork  on a bun                                         $5.00   

Philly Cheese Steak                                                    $6.00            

Beef, Provolone, Green Peppers, Onions and  Mushrooms                     

Rueben                 $6.00 

Sauerkraut, Onions, Thousand Island Dressing on Rye  

Patty Melt                      $5.00 

Grilled Cheese          $2.00 

Sandwich Toppings $.50 each 

Cheese - Yellow or Swiss,  Mushrooms,    

Grilled Onions,  Sauerkraut,   Green Peppers,   Jalapenos 

House Salad  Lettuce, Tomatoes, Carrots & Sliced Onion       $3.00 

Drinks $1.00 each 

Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, Cherry Pepsi,                                     

Coke, Diet Coke, Dr. Pepper, Diet Dr. Pepper,          

Cherry Dr. Pepper, Root Beer, 7-Up, Orange,              

Mtn Dew, Mtn Dew Red, Canada Dry, Bottled Water 

Ice Cream 

Milk Shakes                                $4.00                   

Chocolate, Strawberry, Vanilla, or Mocha        

Floats                                   $3.00   

Root Beer or Orange 

Sundaes                                            $3.00                 

Hot Fudge or Caramel 
 

Coffee is free when the post is open!  

Open to the Public! 

From Your Kitchen Committee  - Contact us at 386-328-6976 

Lunch service - Mondays and Wednesdays  

from 11 am to 2 pm   

Delivery is available in the Palatka area. 

See our new lunch menu.  

Breakfast every Saturday from 8 to 11 am.                       

$7.00 a person is a really great deal.  Bring your family 

and friends to Post 45 for the breakfast buffet. 

Kitchen Worker Schedule for September 

Saturday Breakfast  

September 1 Gary Legion 

September 8 Gary Auxiliary 

September 15 Gary Riders 

September 22 Gary SAL 

September 29 Gary Legion 

Coast Guard Recognition Dinner                                            

 The August dinner served by the Legion 

was delicious.  Auxiliary member Esme 
Coward provided the cake honoring  the 

Coast Guard  veterans. Thank you to all 
who participated either as guests or mem-

bers. Your support of our dinners is greatly appreciated.  Please 
bring friends and neighbors to our future dinners on the third 
Saturday of each month. A “Mystery Dinner” is being planned 

for September by the Auxiliary. 

    If you are available to volunteer for any of our dinners, 

lunches or breakfasts, please contact Ted Rodda or Gary 

St.Onge.  

    If you can’t carry the trays to the tables maybe you could 

help with the preparing of the food, washing/drying dishes, 

sweeping, or washing off the tables. Your  help is needed and 

will be very much appreciated.  Your support would also be 

appreciated by attending these events.  

Happy September Birthday to each of you! 

Legionnaires: 1st-Steve Horvatt, 3rd-Marvin Owens Jr.,10th-
Stanley Gustin, George Hall, 13th-Richard Neissner, 18th-
William Alexander, Dick Snow, 19th-Merle Sparkman, 25th-
Stephen Culver, 28th-Bruce Clarke. 
 
Auxiliary: 2nd-Donna Benchoff, 17th– Pat Andries, Elizabeth 
Anstaett, 18th-Cecile Barry, 26th-Robin Amig, 28th-Saron Url. 
 
   If you need an address to mail them a card, please contact 
Membership chairmen Ken Moore or Pat Hunt. Their phone 
numbers are on page 3 in the “Officers” box. Birthdays are from 
the current membership rosters. 

Grow Flowers, Fruits & Vegetables  

September 6th is the last of the series of workshops and semi-

nars held at the post that were pre-

sented by a Master Gardener and is 

open to the public. This week’s 

times and topic are 3 PM and 7 PM 

—  Preserving food for long term  

storage.   Handouts are available at 

the post for more information. 



                     American Legion Riders 
                  Charles Burkley Director 

        There are several events coming up for our 
Chapter Riders to attend:   

Sept. 2-Angel Flight Poker Run. Meet at Post 45 at 8 AM with 
registration from 9:30 to 10:30.  
Oct. 13- HVMF (Hampton Veterans Memorial Fund) Chili 
Cookoff, 1701 SR 100 Putnam Hall.  More info can be found at 
the Post or by calling Charlie B. 601-955-2324. 
Oct. 20-North Florida Heritage Festival, 298 County Road 310, 
Palatka, FL.  11 AM to 10 PM 
Dec. 1-Palatka Porch Fest 2018 11:30 to 4:30. We plan on hav-
ing a booth at this event. 
Next meeting is Sep 22nd at 9:30 am at the Post. 

Vet Center  

Readjustment Counseling Service  

Now available at Post 45! 

   Gainesville Vet Center offers Readjustment Counseling Ser-
vice available to combat veterans and their families.  In recent 
surveys, veterans reported that they prefer to have family in-
volvement in the treatment of their posttraumatic symptoms.  
Research has also found positive outcomes for combat veterans 
and their families who seek help together.  

    There are studies that have revealed that lack of social sup-

port is among the strongest predictors of PTSD in service mem-

bers. There are many common issues—connecting again, help-

ing children adjust to the reunion, medical issues, dealing with 

addiction, grieving as a family, parenting with PTSD, adjusting 

to retirement as a couple are only a few.  

    When to ask for help—When tensions escalate and issues 

are not getting resolved, seek help as soon as possible.  Repeat-

ed power struggles, disinterest in one another's needs, cutting 

off of communication and over-controlling or possessive behav-

iors  are some of the signs the family could use some support. 

    Services offered - Individual counseling for veteran, couples 

or family therapy, group therapy for veteran or for their spous-

es, individual therapy for the spouse and children of the veter-

an, and referrals to other VA and Community  providers. 

    Spouses can often exhibit their own symptoms of Posttrau-

matic Stress and should also consider attending the Spouse Sup-

port Groups  to connect with other spouses for support and to 

learn strategies to develop resiliency as a family unit. 

    Who is eligible for this benefit? There must be a family 

member who has any one of the following: 

 DD-214 that documents service in a combat zone 

 Active duty service member with service in a combat zone 

 Experienced military sexual harassment, assault or trauma 
during active duty 

 The loss of an active duty family member while they were 
on active duty 

    Counseling service will be offered at  our post every Friday 

from 10 AM to 3 PM.  Please call ahead to schedule your 

time with the counselor.    

    Gainesville Vet Center—105 NW 75th St, Ste #2, Gaines-

ville, Phone # - 352-331-1408.   

    American Legion Post 45—316 Osceola St, Palatka,       

Phone # - 386-328-6975 

    Combat Call Center (24/7) 877-927-8387  

www.vetcenter.va.gov 

A letter from Holly Brock ,Vet Center director, stated that alt-

hough they are willing to come to Palatka each week, it does 

not make sense to do so if there is not a need in the community. 

They will only commit on Fridays 10 till 3 if and only if he 

has appointments.   Contact  Phone # - 352-331-1408.   

WW II Merchant Marine veteran Francis Henley (seated), Coast 

Guard veterans Gary Coward and Mike Gonzales were each 

awarded Certificates of Appreciation for their service by Com-

mander Ken Moore at our August Coast Guard Recognition 

dinner. 

   At the American Legion Post 45 public forum, four candidates 

for the 3rd US Congressional District seat discussed topics rang-

ing from climate control, Russia interfering in 2016 election, 

tariffs imposed on China, and the Palatka Social Security office 

closing. Rep Ted Yoho, below, has held the seat since 2012. 

Jusdson Sapp opposed Yoho in the Rep. primary.. Dushyant 

Gosai, Yvonne Hinson and Tom Wells ran in the Dem. Primary.  

Election Poll Workers are Great! Post  45 had 18 Legion and 

Auxiliary members that completed the training and worked the 

election polls in uniform this year. Thank you. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=1701+SR+100+Putnam+Hall&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=298+County+Road+310,+Palatka,+FL.+11&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=298+County+Road+310,+Palatka,+FL.+11&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=298+County+Road+310,+Palatka,+FL.+11&entry=gmail&source=g


“Bert Hodge 100th Anniversary”  

T-Shirt Designing Contest 

   The American Legion Bert Hodge Post 45 will cele-
brate our Centennial Year in 2019! We are having  a T-
Shirt Designing Contest to Celebrate our 100th Anni-
versary! So, use your artistic abilities and submit your 
ideas. You may enter as many times as you would like 
by the October 31st deadline.  The winner will be select-
ed by an impartial judge and will receive a Centennial t-
shirt. 
   Each submitted design must have your name and 

phone number on the page.  There will be a locked drop 

box at the post for your submissions, or mail to the post 

(316 Osceola St, Palatka, FL 32177) and mark envelope 

“T-Shirt design”, or email them to:  newslet-

ter.post45@gmail.com (Subject line: T-Shirt design) 

   Good luck and enter often!   

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Our Bert Hodge ceremony in August was well received. Many 

members of  his family were still able to attend.  

   Back at the Post there was lunch for all our members to enjoy. 

Thank you to all that helped cook burgers, hotdogs and all the deli-

cious salads that were donated. Thanks to all that help with every-

thing that day.  If it was not each of us working as a Team nothing 

would have been accomplished as smoothly. Awesome Bert Hodge 

Post 45 Veterans. Thanks All.  

Charter for Cub Scout Pack 45   

I want to thank everyone for your interest and assis-

tance in regards to the new Cub Scout Pack chartered 

by the American Legion.  I wanted to send this to all of 

the adults who have filled out applications and shown 

interest in making our pack great.    

   In order to charter a new unit, we need 5 youth and 5 

adults.  I turned in paperwork for 6 youth and 9 

adults!  Out of these adults, 5 are already registered as 

approved volunteers with the North Florida Council of 

the Boy Scouts of America.  We have a total of 8 kids 

who will start the year with us and the possibility of 

gaining many more. Of the five youth applications- 

three are transfers from another unit and two are 

girls.  In addition to mainstream kids, one of our 

goals is to recruit many special needs kids that 

have left scouting due to negative experiences in 

the past. We will also accept girls into our Pack 45.  

BSA recruits cub scouts directly through the local ele-

mentary schools.  These recruitments began in August.   

    One of the main fundraisers that supports scouting is 

the annual popcorn sale.  This sale began Friday, Au-

gust 24th. The scouts rely on this fundraiser to pay not 

only their annual dues, but also for various events that 

we attend throughout the year that otherwise would be 

cost prohibitive.  Please help support our scouts by buy-

ing  our popcorn. There are many flavors to chose from 

so maybe try two or more.  

Thank you all for your support of the Venture Crew 

Scouts and our new Pack 45 scouts.  

  Heather Hoffman, Scout leader 



Auxiliary Monthly meeting 
  Our meeting is Thursday, Sep 13th at 7 pm. Please come and 

share a potluck dinner at 6 pm. Remember to look at the cal-

endar for the various meals the post hosts and events.             

   The Auxiliary will be serving the buffet breakfast the sec-

ond Saturday of every month. We will make something spe-

cial for the buffet that day. We need volunteers for this.   

  There is something available for everyone to help in some 

way.  Please share your time and talents. 

         2018-2019 Auxiliary Officer Email Information      
President—Linda Sliter  sliterlinda@gmail.com 

1st Vice—Vacant 

2nd Vice—Pat Andries   pngandries@gmail.com 

Secretary—Dianne Sanders    deesjettabugs@yahoo.com           

Treasurer—Vacant 

Chaplain—Marie Marlowe  

Please contact them with Auxiliary news or questions.  

Membership                                               Pat Hunt 

 

Hello All Auxiliary and  Legion Members.  

It's time to renew your membership for 2019. So come on and 

mail it into Post or just come on in and see us and renew your 

membership. We want to be at 100% this year also. 

Mark payment for the Legion ($45) or Auxiliary ($35). 

Thank You for your membership.   

Troop Box request—Packing Date TBD 
 

    We are starting to work on sending out troop boxes each 
month .  We are looking for addresses of family and friends 
you may know. With so many young men and women so far 
away from home the boxes are appreciated very much.. 
 
    Also we can use donations for them.  Just a letter to say 
Thank You  means so much. Cookies, Slim Jims and sunflow-
er seeds are just a few things we send.  Mark items “for Troop 
boxes” and leave in Auxiliary. Thanks So Much for your help. 

 
Troop Boxes Committee  

 
Thanking All Our Members For Helping Our Veterans 

    Crafting Auxiliary and Fun Time 
   The Wednesday crafts now include hand crafts and painting. 
There are cards, a few small puzzles and games to augment 
the Wednesday activities as well. All this is in the effort to 
create a fellowship time. There are ongoing activities. Donna 
R is teaching acrylic painting.  
   Come join us any time between 10 and 2 on Wednesdays for 
the fellowship and share in our crafts! We would love to see 
you. 

 Education      Pat Hunt   

   Thank you all that have donated the awesome school supplies. 
Our teachers will be forever thankful.  

   One of our Auxiliary ladies asked how I pick the schools and 

choose the teachers’ classrooms. I start by asking all members of 
the Post and Auxiliary for their children and grandchildren’s 

names and their local schools. Then I move on to each elemen-
tary schools in our area and meet with counselors and, with their 
help, I choose teachers’ classrooms.  

   We don't just help with school supplies. We get girls panties 

and boys underwear in case of an accident, jackets, coats, shoes 
and clothes for the school to use. Along with that, teachers have 

asked for cups and potting soil to teach how to grow a plant. 

   So if you have any questions about the teachers’ classrooms, 
please give me a call.  I know we have 7 children’s names at 3 

schools along with 2 teachers whose parent served our great 
country.  And that's what the Auxiliary and Legion do to help our 

Veterans and their families. If you have not been asked, please let 
me know if you have a student or classroom locally that you 

would like us to support. Thank you all.    

THE “GIFT CARD” TREE 
    
   Our  “Gift Card” Tree has 
gift cards  from many restau-
rants and businesses around 
Putnam and St. John’s coun-
ties. 
The drawing tickets are $5.00 
each and can be  purchased  
from any Auxiliary member or 
Post Watch person. 
    The winning ticket will 
be drawn on Saturday,  No-
vember 17th,  at 10 AM  at The 
American Legion Post 45, 316 
Osceola St., Palatka.  

Love is the greatest thing of all so give it to everybody, every 

day...Love is not the most important thing, It’s the only thing. 

    -Musician Doug Seegers 

“All In” Players Club Conference                                                                                                       Pat Hunt 

   Linda Sliter and I went to Orlando for  the “All In” Players Club Work Shop Conference August 3rd-5th.  We had the privilege to 

meet with all the new 2019 Department Auxiliary Committee Chairmen. It was a great learning experience this year.  

   My favorite was seeing our new Membership Chairman, Dee Bell. She came in dressed as a Las Vegas Show Girl, dancing to 

Elvis Presley’s song, Viva Las Vegas. Dee Bell wants all Units to “Strike It Rich for Membership” this year. 

   The Children and Youth program is “Rolling the Dice for Patriotism and Flag Etiquette”.  These two will be part of our GOALS 

for 2019. 

   Please come to our Auxiliary meetings and learn more about each Committee.  

     Thank You for being an Auxiliary member .  

https://maps.google.com/?q=45+%0D%0A+316+Osceola+St++%0D%0A+Palatka+Florida+32177&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=45+%0D%0A+316+Osceola+St++%0D%0A+Palatka+Florida+32177&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=45+%0D%0A+316+Osceola+St++%0D%0A+Palatka+Florida+32177&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=45+%0D%0A+316+Osceola+St++%0D%0A+Palatka+Florida+32177&entry=gmail&source=g


 

  The American Legion Unit 45 

   Saturday, September 15 at 6 p.m.

Open to the public  

 

Main Dish? 

Salad? Vegetables? 

and Dessert? 

      Serving Coffee and Iced Tea 

            Sodas and bottled water are $1.00 
                                                 

$8 for adults and  

  $4  for children 4-12 years 

             

 Purchase tickets from  

Post Watch and Auxiliary Members 

There is a sign-up sheet at the Post Watch desk. 

Please RSVP to Post 45  ph. 386-328-6976 

 by Friday, September 15th at noon.  

 

Located “On the hill at 9th and Crill” 

316 Osceola St., Palatka 

Come for the mystery dinner and be surprised!  

 

 


